TRINITY COLLEGE STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION
RESOLUTION: SR 11-16-08

TITLE: Funding “After Office Hours” Program

SPONSOR: William Yale ‘12

CO-SPONSORS: Alyssa Simpson, Eamon Welch, Mark LaVoie

DATE: November 16, 2008

1. WHEREAS, improved student-faculty relations is a desired goal.

2. WHEREAS, interactions between students and faculty outside of the classroom, especially meals, are an effective way to improve student-faculty relations.

3. WHEREAS, students asking their professor to participate in an activity outside the classroom involving a meal is a positive form of student initiative, and encourages higher performance and class participation by students in the classroom.

4. WHEREAS, money allocated by the SGA for “After Office Hours” will be supplemented by $2000 from the President’s Discretionary Fund.

5. BE IT ENACTED, that:

a. The Student Government Association will allocate $3000 to the Dean of Students Office, to be used solely for the program “After Office Hours.”

ADDENDUM

· This program will entail:

· A campus-wide, institutionalized program that empowers a group of at the most five students at a time in a class to take their professor out to dinner at a local restaurant.

· An on-campus component, where larger groups of students in a class may independently form a plan for a social gathering involving food and their professor, and carry out such a plan with their professor.

· Each student will be limited to one dinner per class per semester, and each professor will be limited to three dinners per class per semester, so that as many students as possible take advantage of “After Office Hours”.

· The number of students per off-campus meal will be at least two, and at the most five. The number of students for on-campus gatherings is only limited by the number of students in that particular class.

· A faculty member must be present at every outing.

· Each attendee of off-campus dinners will be limited to $20, while each attendee of on-campus gatherings will be limited to $10.

· The exact details of each meal or social gathering is explicitly left vague so that participants have the greatest amount of flexibility when planning the meals/gatherings, to best suit the needs of the group.

· In order to promote the local economy, students would be encouraged through advertising to hold dinners at non-chain, local restaurants, and transportation to such restaurants would not be funded to encourage walking and said local economy. Discounts given by local restaurants for “After Office Hours” would also be advertised.

· Advertising “After Office Hours” would be the responsibility of the Elections and Recruitment Committee, but could be promoted by the school administration if they desire to do so.

· Funding would be allocated and the details would be reviewed for “After Office Hours” before the beginning of each semester so as to account for its status as a pilot program and to account for changing conditions, until such time it is deemed by the Senate that the program could be annually funded without review, either by the SGA or in collaboration with some other funding source.

· Money for the meals will be reimbursed through the Dean of Students Office in the same manner currently that members of the faculty are reimbursed for similar expenses.
